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TAGS: UPU, PEOR, ETEL, FR 

SUBJECT: UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION 

REP: STATE 91840 

QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CONVENTIONS 
AND CONSULOR APFAIRS GIRARD BRIEFED EMBOPF MAY 14 ON 
PRELIMINARY GOF POSITIONS FOR UNIVERSAL POSTAL CON- 
GRESS BASED ON QUESTIONS CONTAINED REFTEL. GIRARD 
SAID FRANCE WOULD ENTER 50-UNIT CATEGORY. GOF WOULD 
NOT CO-SPONSOR RESOLUTION DELETING MANDATORY 
ROTATION IN EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND IS HESITANT CONCERNING 
POSSIBILITY OF SUPPORTING SUCH RESOLUTION. GIRARD 
SAID GOF FULLY SHARES U. S. RELUCTANCE TO BE EXCLUDED 
FROM COUNCIL BUT CONSIDERS IT TOO SELP-SEEKING FOR 
FRANCE TO TAKE PUBLIC POSITION THIS YEAR JUST WHEN 
ITS EXCLUSION WOULD TAKE EFFECT. ALSO HE POINTED OUT 
THAT ISSUE IS MORE DIFFICULT IN WESTERN EUROPEAN 
REGIONAL GROUP WHERE THERE IS LARGE NUMBER OF HIGHLY 
QUALIFIED COMPETITORS FOR FEW SEATS. FINALLY ON 
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QUESTION OF INCREASING SIZE OF COUNCIL, GIRARD SAID 
GOF FAVORS PAKISTAN PROPOSAL FOR ONE ADDITIONAL ASIAN 
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SEAT BUT STRONGLY OPPOSED TO EGYPTIAN RESOLUTION WHICH 
WOULD INCREASE COUNCIL TO 39, THUS MAKING IT PRACTICALLY 
INOPERATIVE IN FRENCH EYES. 

IRWIN 
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